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 Port Houston Import Dwell Fee Effective Feb 1  

Aims to reduce long-term dwell  
  

  
Barbours Cut Container Terminal, Port Houston  

  

HOUSTON – A Sustained Import Dwell Fee will go into effect at Port Houston on February 1, 2023, to 

help maintain fluidity at the Bayport and Barbours Cut Container Terminals and address long-term dwell. 

The $45 fee will be charged per unit per day starting on the eighth day after the expiration of free time, 

as defined in Tariff No. 15 Subrule 095 and Tariff No. 14 Subrule 093.   

  

This fee is in addition to the demurrage charges for loaded import containers provided for in those 

subrules and does not replace those charges. Containers will be on hold until all terminal fees are 

reconciled; payment of such fees will be the responsibility of the cargo owner.  

  

“The Sustained Import Dwell Fee is intended to minimize long-term storage of containers on the 

terminals and promote fluidity of cargo movement,” said Roger Guenther, Executive Director at Port 



Houston. “We’ve seen during the recent increase in demand that containers sitting on terminals for an 

extended period of time are a challenge. We are implementing this additional tool to help optimize 

space at our terminals and keep goods moving to the consumers in our region who need them.”  

This past October, the Port Commission approved the new dwell fee structure to help reduce the 

amount of time containers sit on terminal. After making the necessary software upgrades, the Sustained 

Import Dwell Fee will now go into effect beginning February 1.  

  

An Excessive Import Dwell Fee was also approved in October, which can be implemented by Port 

Houston’s Executive Director as needed. If implemented, it will take effect following thirty days’ public 

notice and remain in effect for at least sixty days. It is not being implemented at this time.   

For more information about the Sustained Import Dwell Fee, visit https://www.porthouston.com/wp-

content/uploads/2023/01/Dwell-Fees_Final.pdf.   

  

  

  
About Port Houston    

For more than 100 years, Port Houston has owned and operated the public wharves and terminals along the Houston 

Ship Channel, including the area’s largest breakbulk facility and two of the most efficient container terminals in the 

country. Port Houston is the advocate and a strategic leader for the Channel. The Houston Ship Channel complex 

and its more than 200 public and private terminals, collectively known as the Port of Houston, is the nation’s largest 

port for waterborne tonnage and an essential economic engine for the Houston region, the state of Texas, and the 

U.S. The Port of Houston supports the creation of nearly 1.35 million jobs in Texas and 3.2 million jobs nationwide, 

and economic activity totaling $339 billion in Texas – 20.6 percent of Texas’ total gross domestic product (GDP) – 

and $801.9 billion in economic impact across the nation. For more information, visit the website at PortHouston.com.   

CONTACT: Christine Abbruscato, Director, Marketing and Branding, Office, 713-670-2860; E-mail: 

cabbruscato@porthouston.com   

Lisa Ashley, Director, Media Relations, Office: 713-670-2644; Mobile: 832-247-8179; E-mail:  
lashley@porthouston.com    
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